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Data

62 millions public posts on VK made in 2016: 

635 665 users from Saint Petersburg, 18-50 y.o.

Filtered all posts longer than 100 words and 
posts with links

collected information about the number of 
“likes” for each post

Identified posts with mentions of children: 

posts that contained the words “daughter” or 
“son" along with their different forms, e.g. 
“dochenka” or “soooooooon”
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Only 9% posts – not about users own kids
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Method

proportion of female and male users from each cohort who mentioned 
sons or daughters in their posts at least once 

average number of “likes” that posts featuring sons/daughters 
obtained, on average
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N = 40

Women: 15% more posts about sons

Men: 43% more posts about sons
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False positives and false negatives:

• false positive: e.g. “Gazprom’s daughter company” or “Don’t son me!”
• false negative: e.g. people might use the generic term “child”

• Dealing with false positives: 
• coded 10 000 posts (whether they are about users own kids or not)
• for posts about own children: compared the number of posts about daughters and 

sons, bootstrap test, still more posts about sons, p<10^-4

• Dealing with false negatives: 
• identified words other than “daughter” or “son” that might be used as a reference to 

children, e.g., “my little one”. In Russian, most of these words have distinct 
masculine and feminine forms: we identified whether they are mentions of 
daughters or sons. The inclusion of these additional words in the lists of synonyms 
did not affect the results.

• the only gender neutral word – “child”. A “child” was accompanied by the reference 
to a daughter for 25.9% of users, by the reference to a son – for 28.9% of users. 
Contradicts the assumption that people may more often refer to the daughters as to 
the generic "child" compared to sons
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Thank you!

Elizaveta Sivak

esivak@hse.ru
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